
Stephen Paquette - President
Stark Development Board

116 Cleveland NW suite 600
Canton, OH 44702

August 4, 2003

Federal Communications Commission
C/O Commission Secretary, Marlene H. Dortch
445 12th Street SW, CY-B402
Washington, DC
FCC Proceeding:  Docket No. 03-167

Dear Commissioners:

Please support SBC�s application to provide long distance service in the State of Ohio.

The Stark Development Board is an organization of business and professional leaders
whose purpose is advancing the economic and workforce development needs of Stark
County.  As such, we support activities and public policy decisions that advance our
cause in Stark County.

It is my opinion that your approval of the SBC long distance application will benefit our
constituents by increasing competition and lowering prices.  Low cost
telecommunications rates are critical factors for many site location decisions.  This
competition is important if Stark County is to succeed in our economic development
endeavors.

Forty-three states currently permit their incumbent phone companies to offer long
distance services.  The resulting lower prices that accompany the increased competition
enable those states to offer more competitively priced telecommunication services.  The
neighboring State of Pennsylvania is one of those states.  I want the State of Ohio to have
every advantage possible.  Increased telecommunications competition will help.

The FCC should support public policy when it�s in the best interest of Stark County and
the State of Ohio and approve SBC�s long distance application, Docket No. 03-167.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Stephen Paquette
President, Stark Development Board


